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Introduction to the MDGs

UNA-USA East Bay Education

Introducing the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs):  Basic Curriculum

Optional Materials:

One world map

One organizational chart of the UN

One picture to illustrate each MDG

MDG octagon worksheet for each student or a list of the MDGs on a poster board or a black board.

UNICEF Voices of Youth stories (http://www.unicef.org/voy/explore/mdg/explore_mdg.php)

Recommendation:  Review the MDG curriculum with your organization's leaders and with parents to reach agreement that the material in each MDG is appropriate for a particular age group.   One or more of the MDGs could be left out for younger children. 

Introduction:   This introductory curriculum provides basic facts about poverty, presents the MDGs, identifies the targets, includes illustrative stories, and asks a series of questions to assist in understanding the MDGs and relate them to the US.  Possible ways to take action are also included.  For additional information on each MDG see the UNA-USA East Bay MDG internet resource list, especially the United Nations MDG site (http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/adult

CyberSchoolbus:  and the United Nations youth education CyberSchoolbus site (http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/mdgs/index.asp) 

Questions that children and adults ask about the United Nations:

What is the United Nations?  The United Nations is an international organization created in 1945 by the countries of the world to solve problems that they cannot solve by themselves.  The United Nations is dedicated to stopping countries from fighting among themselves or from developing and using dangerous weapons.  It also works to eliminate poverty and disease, promote good health and sanitation, spread education, protect human rights, and promote understanding among peoples.

Is the United Nations a government like the American government in Washington, D.C.?

If one country invades another country the UN can take military action to stop the aggression.  But in almost all other areas, the UN is more like a voluntary club that countries belong to in order to help each other.  The success of United Nations actions depends on the cooperation of the member governments.

How does the United Nations work to solve all these problems?  In addition to the United Nations, the countries of the world created many specialized agencies and programs that, as the name suggests, are specialists in solving one or more problems.  There are agencies and programs that provide famine relief, help refugees, work with women and children, protect the environment, promote labor rights, and provide money for development projects.

Where does the money come from to do all these things? 

The countries of the world contribute money to all these agencies and programs based on how rich they.  Very rich countries like the United States provide the most money.  Most of the countries receiving help from the UN are poor countries.  For the United Nations, this is a matter of international solidarity. Individuals and organizations like churches and service clubs also work with the UN or by themselves to help solve these problems.  Solving these problems is not just a matter of money.  It involves people, ideas, science, technology, and understanding.  Teachers help the illiterate learn to read and write.  Experts teach farmers better farming techniques, how to dig wells, and how to protect themselves from malaria-bearing mosquitoes. Science helps us to understand disease and environmental problems.  Technology to build better cooking stoves, improve sanitation, or communicate with others around the world can all help to achieve the MDGs.  To succeed, this must all occur in the context of human understanding and mutual respect. 

What are the Millennium Development Goals?

In 2000, the leaders of all the countries of the world gathered at the United Nations in New York to sign the Millennium Declaration setting 2015 as the date to reach specific targets aimed at reducing poverty, improving healthcare, expanding education, protecting the environment, and promoting equality between men and women.  Every United Nations member government has set specific targets and reports back to the United Nations on whether or not it is meeting the goals.

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF )

UNICEF was created after World War II to help young children orphaned or displaced by war.  It has expanded over the years to focus on women and older children as well.  UNICEF began by providing basic food relief and emergency health care to children and their mothers.  Since then it has broadened its approach to include long-term problems of nutrition, disease prevention, education, and children's rights.  The stories that are included here to illustrate the MDGs are about children who have benefited from UNICEF programs.  

Here in the United States we take for granted many things that other people in the world do not, for example, enough food to eat, the right to go to school, the right for boys and girls to be treated equally, to be able to grow to be an adult, that women will not die when pregnant or during childbirth, to be free of disease, to live in a healthy environment now and in the future, and to work with others to solve our problems.

MDG Goal 1:  Eliminate extreme poverty and hunger by 2015.

What we take for granted:  enough food to eat every day.  

Fact:  in 1990 1.25 billion people lived on less than $1/day (1/3 of all people in the world).  This is the UN definition of extreme poverty.   In 2004 the number had dropped to 980 million (1/5 of all people).

Target:  Reduce by 1/2 the number of people living in extreme poverty (on $1/day or less).

Question:  Are things getting better or worse?

 Question:  Could we live on $1/day?

Question:  Is there poverty in the US?  Is there poverty in our community?

Fact:  In 1990 1/3 of all children in the world were undernourished.  In 2004 the proportion had declined to 27% (27 of every 100 children).  

Target:  Cut in half between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people who suffer from hunger.

Question:  Where are many of the world's hungry children?

Question:  Are there hungry children in the US?

Source:  UNICEF Somali Famine

Mothers and children hit hard by nutrition crisis in Somalia
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	A mother and her daughter in Middle Shabelle, Somalia. The girl is suffering from acute malnutrition.


By Misbah Sheikh
MOGADISHU, Somalia, 13 September 2007 – Following a recent nutrition survey conducted by UNICEF's Food Security Analysis Unit and other UNICEF partners estimate that 83,000 children in central and southern Somalia suffer from malnutrition – 13,500 of whom are severely malnourished and at risk of dying.

“These children urgently require attention to ensure that they survive,” says UNICEF Somalia Representative Christian Balslev-Olesen. “UNICEF is very concerned that their numbers might increase with continued civil strife, limited humanitarian access to these areas, food insecurity and a depressed economy.”

UNICEF Nutrition Officer for Central-South Somalia Regine Kopplow has been working in the Shabelle Region for over a year now. Only recently, however, has she been faced with critical malnutrition in an area that has been referred to as the country’s ‘breadbasket’.

“Conditions have been bad for some time,” says Ms. Kopplow. “But they deteriorated rapidly after the floods earlier this year. Things are just getting worse.”

Recently, Ms. Kopplow spoke to a family with one-year-old twins. 

“When I saw the twins, their parents said, ‘Please take them. We have nothing to eat. We don’t know what to do. Please just take them, otherwise they will die here,’ “ says Ms. Kopplow. “We brought them to Jowhar, along with their very, very thin mother and admitted them to the hospital.”

'Unless we have peace, we are all limited'

According to Ms. Kopplow, the underlying cause for malnutrition in this region is household food insecurity coupled with poor sanitation and infant care practices.

“If you go to a camp for internally displaced persons, everyone has scabies. This is indicative of poor hygiene,” she pointed out.

UNICEF supports 60 feeding centres that treat about 15,000 malnourished children each month, but this number is simply not great enough to meet the need. Also, many of the at-risk children live far from a centre.

“Often, bringing a child to a centre means that the mother has to spend four weeks with the child, away from home and her other children,” says Ms. Kopplow. “Because there is no one else to take care of these other children, very often parents decide not to come to the feeding centres.”

Security in this region of Somalia is often a huge concern and families may not have access to the feeding centres they need. In order to reach thousands of additional children, civil insecurity must be tackled.

“Today you have access to one area, tomorrow the situation changes,” says Kopplow. “It is very hard to work in a sustainable manner in an environment like this. We need more feeding centres, we need to get more children to these centers. But this is just a painkiller. Unless we have peace, we are all limited in how much we can do.”

 
MDG Goal 2:  Achieve universal primary education.

What we take for granted:  the right to go to school.

Fact:  In 1990 80% of all children were enrolled in primary school.  In 2004 the figure had increased to 88%.  In 2005, 72 million children were not it school.  Some regions lag behind, like Africa where 30% of children are not in school.

Target:  By  2015, allow all boys and girls to receive a primary education.

Question:  Are things getting better or worse?

Question:  Do all children go to school in the US?

What is being done?

Some countries have programs to pay the parents to let their children, who would otherwise work, go to school.  For countries where children must pay to go to school, the UN has a campaign to promote free public education.

Story:  Xiuhua, China, vocational education.

Story from UNICEF Voices of Youth:  Xiuhua's story

Training for a new beginning

When she was only 10 years old, Xiuhua had to leave school to help her parents in the fields. "Parents often think if they take their girls out of school, they can save some money," says Mu Huiqin, deputy principal of Xiuhua's school in Guyuan, in west China's Ningxia Hui autonomous region.

Mu and others try to persuade parents to let their girls return to school, but with little success. Xiuhua's father, like many others, believe girls are better off getting married. "I was crying behind the door when I heard my father say these words to my teacher," Xiuhua says.

But five years ago, Xiuhua's prospects changed. A non-formal education project for teenage girls came to the area, teaching such skills as tailoring, embroidery, and special techniques for growing corn, wheat and watermelon in Guyan, where it is very cold and little rain falls. "We invited local experts to train the drop-out girls, giving them a ticket to get out of poverty," says Mu.

Over the past two years, the training programmes in the autonomous region have helped 1,800 girls. Xiuhua has learned tailoring. Every day, after helping her mother with household chores, she practises her skills. She already supplements the family income by making clothes for villagers.

Xiuhua says that when she helps put food on the table, she feels a sense of hope. "And when you see hope, your sense of humour returns. You can even tease your parents."

Xiuhua's dream is to set up a tailoring shop like her friend Yang Yan. Yang Yan is 22, and she has a young son. She had only two years of basic education. But in 1998, thanks to the livelihoods development programme for girls, she set up the first tailoring shop in the village and has been able to contribute greatly to her family's income.

Note: UNICEF’s priority is to make sure every child – girl and boy – has access to a quality education, but we also realize that young people, like Xiuhua, need support to be independent and earn an income. Not just because it gives a sense of hope, but also because learning income generating skills like tailoring gives young people a chance to support themselves in a safe way, and protect themselves from exploitation and abuse.
MDG Goal 3:  Promote gender equality and empower women.

What we take for granted:  the right of boys and girls to be treated equally.

Facts:  In 2005 83% of boys and 80% of girls were enrolled in primary school, 21% of boys and 17% of girls in high school.  31% of children who live in the countryside do not go to school.  31% of the world's poorest children do not go to school.

Target:  Allow equal numbers of boys and girls to go to primary and high school by 2005 and to college by 2015.  

What is being done?

UNICEF and other organizations promote programs to encourage families to let their daughters go to school.
Question:  Why do you think there are more boys than girls in school in many poor countries?

Question:  Is that also true in the US?  No it is the reverse.  There are more girls than boys in high school and college.  Why?

Question:  In your experience, are boys and girls treated equally in the US? 

Story:  Awatif, Egypt.

Story from UNICEF Voices of Youth:  Awatif’s story

Making dreams come true

Awatif Morsy will never forget the day she heard that a new school would be opened in her village. “Someone came to the house asking for the names of the children who were not attending class,” she recalls. “My mother gave them my name. I was so thrilled.”

Like most eight-year-olds in Beni Shara’an village in Egypt, Awatif’s life until that day was divided between back-breaking work in the nearby wheat fields and confinement at home. To girls like her, the new school – a single classroom on the ground floor of a converted house – was a dream come true.

“We would go and watch the facilitators decorating the room. Everything was bright and colourful. There were games and pictures, things I had never seen before.” Not everyone in the village was so enthusiastic, at least initially. Some farmers complained that the school would deprive them of the cheap labour the children provided. Even Awatif’s own stepfather was unconvinced. “What does a girl need to study for?” he would ask.

Happily, that was not the view of Farouk Abdel Naim, the elderly merchant who was persuaded to donate the premises for the school to use. “I have come to believe that a girl’s education is more important even than a boy’s,” says Mr. Abdel Naim. “A man can always make something out of his circumstances but a girl cannot. She needs to be educated in order to get on in life.”

Eight years on, it’s hard to find anyone in Beni Shara’an who does not share that opinion. The school – now expanded into three classrooms – is today seen as a wise investment from which the community is reaping tangible rewards.

Take the example of shopkeeper Ahmed Abdel Jaber. Himself illiterate (cannot read or write), he sent his daughter, Rawia, to the school as soon as it opened. “Until Rawia went to school, my store accounts were in a complete mess,” he recalls. “But before long, she was taking care of all the books for me, as well as helping her elder sister to read and write.”

In a village where illiteracy is an inescapable fact of life, there’s no shortage of stories about how a daughter’s education is making important differences to the quality of people’s lives and businesses. How the instructions on a doctor’s prescription or the writing on a sack of fertilizer suddenly seemed clear. And – more important still – how the example set by the children encouraged many older people to begin taking literacy classes themselves.

Awatif is now a student at the local secondary school, and is looking ahead to university, and beyond. “Many of the people here in Beni Shara’an want me to become a doctor,” she says. “I myself want to be a teacher, so that I can pass on some of what I’ve learned to other children.” That’s already happening. Awatif has become a role model for other girls in the village. Eleven-year-old Faten is one: “I read all Awatif’s stories,” she says. “One day, I want to be just like her.”
MDG Goal 4:  Reduce child mortality.
What we take for granted:  to be able to grow up to be an adult.

Facts:  In 2005 10 million children in the world died before their 5th birthday (1006/1000 in 1990 and 83/1000 in 2005), about one in every ten children.

Target:  Reduce by 2/3 the number of children who die before they are 5 years old. 

What is being done?

Since disease is a leading cause of child mortality UN programs are working to be sure that all children are vaccinated against childhood diseases like measles and are protected from parasites

Question:  Is child mortality going up or down?

Question:  Do children also die in the US?  Why? 

Story:  Lam and Quyen, Vietnam, water-borne disease.

Story from UNICEF Voices of Youth:  Lam's and Quyen's story

Lam and Quyen are both shorter than they should be for their eight years. The reason is simple: poor sanitation.
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	In the northern province of Ha Nam, in Vietnam, children gather around a community tap to wash clothes. This tap is the main source of clean water for the community.


Lam and Quyen live in Minh Luong, in the northern province of Phu Tho in Viet Nam. Lam is the son of the Commune People's Committee Chairman. Quyen's parents grow rice and tea.

Both boys fell victim to intestinal parasitic infections ("worms") caused by unclean conditions. They are far from being alone: according to Government statistics, levels of such infections are as high as 97 per cent! These infections contribute to high levels of protein-energy malnutrition, which is what stunted (slowed) Lam's and Quyen's growth.

But Lam and Quyen were lucky. It used to be common for children in Minh Luong to die of water-related diseases. "I gave birth to nine children," says Vit, who is now a grandmother in her 60s, "but only three survived. Six died from silly diseases like diarrhoea or measles that today you can prevent with good hygiene, care and medicine."

"Washing your hands after you use a latrine is very important, otherwise you can end up with worms," says Lam.

Many children still become ill, mainly because they are malnourished. But at least the children and villagers of Minh Luong now have information on how to prevent disease and how to build and use a sanitary latrine.

"Washing your hands after you use a latrine is very important," Lam says, "otherwise you can end up with worms." Both Lam's and Quyen's families have built improved pit latrines in their houses. In fact, of the 560 households in Minh Luong, 554 now have latrines designed to standards recommended by UNICEF.

Despite continued efforts by Government and international agencies, overall sanitation coverage in Viet Nam remains low. Probably fewer than 30 per cent of rural households have access to a latrine that meets UNICEF's design standards, and even fewer know how to use latrines hygienically.

But the results of projects like that in Minh Luong give hope for the future. The residents of Minh Luong are delighted with their improved facilities, and even more delighted with the health benefits they bring. Vit displays a certificate given her by village workers, which outlines what type of latrine she has, what its benefits are, and how she is to maintain it. "Of course, now I want a proper bathroom to go with my new latrine," Vit says. "What do you say to that?"
 MDG Goal 5:  Improve maternal health.
What we take for granted:  that women will not die when pregnant or during childbirth.  

Facts:  1/2 million women die each year during pregnancy or childbirth, mostly in Africa and Asia.  1/16 in Sub-Saharan Africa and only 1/3800 in developed countries.

Target:  reduce by 3/4 the maternal mortality rate by 2015.

Story:  UNICEF information on pregnant women.

Additional information from UNICEF:  Maternal health
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	A health worker measures the abdomen of a pregnant woman during an examination at a community health centre. Viet Nam.


Challenges

Each year more than half a million women die due to complications of pregnancy and childbirth, and even more shocking news is that this number has not substantially changed in over 2 decades. Ninety nine percent (99 per cent), of maternal and newborn mortality occurs in the developing world, where more than 50% of women still deliver without the assistance of skilled health personnel. Maternal mortality has by far the largest differential between poor and rich countries of any health indicator.

The chances of suffering a maternal death over a woman’s lifetime is one in 6 in Sierra Leone compared to one in 3,300 in the UK, a 600 fold difference. Eighty percent of maternal deaths are caused by direct obstetric causes such as haemorrhage, infection, hypertensive disorders of pregnancy and complications of unsafe abortion. And for every woman who dies from complications related to childbirth, approximately 20 more suffer injuries, infections and disabilities that are usually untreated and ignored, and that can result in life-long pain and social and economic exclusion.

Most of these complications cannot be predicted and prevented. All pregnant women are at risk and can develop complications at any time during pregnancy, delivery and after delivery. However, women and families can learn how to avoid unplanned pregnancies, and if pregnant, they can learn the importance of receiving antenatal care, how to identify danger signs, plan for emergency referrals, and choose safe birthing options. When problems arise, and referral is timely, complications can be treated in health facilities that are adequately equipped with supplies, medications and fully staffed with competently trained health workers.
MDG Goal 6:  Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases.

What we take for granted:  to be free from disease.

Facts:  40 million people in the world have HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.  48% are women.  In 2006 2.9 million people died of AIDS along with 4.3 new infections.  15 million children have lost at least one parent to AIDS.  The number of people with HIV is leveling.

Target:  Halt and reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS by 2015.

.

What is being done?  28% of those with HIV in developing countries and in need were receiving drug treatment (72% in Latin America and only 9% in Southern Asia).  There are also HIV prevention programs and a growing number of programs to care for orphans.

Question:  Why are only 28% of people with HIV receiving drug treatment?

Target:  Reduce the incidence of malaria and other diseases by 2015.

What is being done?  Provide bed nets to protect against malaria carrying mosquitoes.  5% of children in Sub-Saharan Africa sleep under bed nets.  Successful programs in Zambia, Malawi and Ghana have raised that rate to 23%.

Story:  Kennedy, Kenya, HIV orphan.

Story from UNICEF Voices of Youth:  Kennedy's story
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	Kennedy lost both his parents to AIDS. He now educates young people about HIV and AIDS (Kenya).


An urgent message

"My father died in 1997," says Kennedy Arinda, who is 15. "He was found to be HIV positive. Immediately after my dad died, my mother got sick [with AIDS]. When she died, there was no one to take care of us until my grandmother came to take us away."

Kennedy was only 10 years old when he lost both his parents and went to live with his grandmother. But unfortunately he and his brothers and sisters were not unusual in Kibera, a slum in Nairobi, the capital of Kenya. Here, one in five people is infected with HIV and thousands have already died of AIDS, leaving behind some 50,000 orphans.

The epidemic is putting enormous strain on extended families, Kennedy's included. Three of his aunts had also died of AIDS, leaving his grandmother to bring up 12 grandchildren.

Determined

Having experienced first-hand how AIDS is destroying families, Kennedy was determined to stay healthy himself and to teach other young people about how to avoid HIV infection. He belongs to a club that passes on information through group talks, sports, plays and concerts. With half of the children in Kibera not attending school, often the only way to get the message across is by using methods like these.

Kennedy also visits local bars and barbershops to promote the use of condoms. "A lot of the boys here start having sex as young as 10," Kennedy says. "I advise them to abstain from sex, but, if they do have to have sex, they should use a condom and be faithful to one girl."

In Kibera, as in so many places around the world, football is the common language for boys and young men. The team Kennedy plays for, organized by the Kibera Community Self-Help Programme, uses football as an opportunity to pass on information about HIV and AIDS. At half time, Kennedy and his team invite their opponents over for a chat about girls, relationships, safe sex and HIV infection. "The most we can do is to get young people together to create awareness about HIV and AIDS," Kennedy says. "My hope is that my friends will be faithful to their girlfriends and not be promiscuous. Because if they do go to discos and have sex with lots of different people, they will get HIV."

Do you think both girls and boys should be targeted with information about HIV and safer sex? Or will it have more of an impact if one group is targeted more directly than another? What are your reasons for thinking as you do?

Story:  Ibrahim--Polio

Story from UNICEF Voices of Youth:  Ibrahim's story
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	Ibrahim before his operation


Determined to learn

When Ibrahim was three years old, polio paralysed his right leg. At first his parents, like many other parents of disabled children in Niger, did not want to send him to school. They were worried he would be teased by his classmates, and were not convinced that an education would help him.

Polio is a viral disease that causes paralysis (loss of the ability to move) in the arms and legs. It affects between 10 and 20 million people around the world today. Though there is no cure, there is a vaccine which can stop you from being infected in the first place.

Despite his disability, and his parents' doubts, Ibrahim was determined to go to school. "When I was eight," Ibrahim says, "other kids my age were going to school while I stayed at home. I did not like that. So, I pestered my parents until they finally let me go to school."

Ibrahim's parents enrolled him in a private school nearby. But although the journey to and from school was a short one, it still wasn't easy for Ibrahim. He had to use his hands to help him move along, protecting them with plastic slippers. But at least he was getting an education.

However, after only a year in school, Ibrahim's education was interrupted when his parents separated. His mother did not have the means to pay for his tuition.

In 2001, Ibrahim received a grant to be fitted with a leg brace, corrective shoes and his first pair of crutches. His first priority was to find a way to go back to school.
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	Ibrahim walking


"I wanted to start school again last October," Ibrahim says. "When my mother told me she could not afford it I went to visit the homes of some of my relatives and collected 5,000 francs CFA (US $8) - enough to pay my tuition for half a year. The school has given me a deadline to pay the other half. I will find the rest of the money somehow."

Ibrahim attends a school in which he is the only disabled student. According to his teacher, he is among the top five students in a class of 55.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child states that it is every child's right to get an education, and that children with disabilities should have equal access to schools and facilities, no matter how seriously disabled they are. Article 28 of the Convention also states that primary education should be free for all, and so no child should be prevented from getting an education because she or he cannot afford the cost of going to school.
MDG 7.  Insure environmental sustainability.
What we take for granted:  to live in a healthy environment now and in the future.

Facts:  Between 1990 and 2005 the world lost 3% of its forests.  The total forested area was reduced by 1% from 31 to 30% (less than 3% because of reforestation efforts).

Target:  Integrate the principle of sustainable development into country policies and programs and reverse the loss of environmental resources.  

On global warming:  The UN based Intergovernmental panel on Climate Change has concluded the greenhouse emissions, especially CO2, are a contributing factor to global warming.  However, there is no MDG target for the reduction in greenhouse gas emissions because the countries of the world could not agree on specific obligatory goals.

Facts:  Between 1990 and 2004 developed countries increased their CO2 emissions from 9.7 to 12.5 billion metric tons.  Between 1990 and 2004 developing countries increased their CO2 emissions from 6.9 to 12.4 billion metric tons.

Question:  Why were the countries of the world not able to reach an agreement on greenhouse gas emissions?

Question?  Why did developing countries double their CO2 emissions?

Facts:  The percentage of people without basic sanitation fell from 65% to 50% between 1990 and 2004.

Target:  Cut in half by 2015 the proportion of the world's population without safe drinking water and adequate sanitation.

What is being done?  With the help of the international community countries are digging wells, putting in freshwater pipelines and cleaning up polluted rivers.

Question:  Where does our water come from?  How do we know that it is safe?

Question:  How do we provide for basic sanitation?

Story:  Fatima, Angola, safe water pipeline.

UNICEF Voices of Youth:  Fatima's story

Fatima fears the crocodiles. But she fears water-borne diseases more.
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	Near the central city of Huambo in Angola, this girl watches a man (a former soldier) get clean water from a pump.


Growing up in the Angolan village of Mabuia, one hour north of the capital, Luanda, Fatima had to spend up to four hours each day collecting water from the river. It was a dangerous trek. One year, seven of Fatima's friends were attacked by crocodiles.

But the girls carried a much bigger danger back with them to the village. The water was polluted and spread disease. As a result, when Fatima herself was not sick, she had to spend many hours each week caring for sick brothers and sisters, and when she grew older, for her own sick children.

In 1999, the worst happened: Fatima's first child, Isabel, died after repeated illness with diarrhoea. "Isabel was always sick, she could just never get strong," says Fatima, hugging her second child, 13-month-old Fernando. "By the time Isabel was Fernando's age she had been sick a dozen times. This boy has never once had diarrhoea. Not once."

Almost three decades of war in Angola have left millions of people without clean water or basic sanitation

In 2000 the Angolan Government and UNICEF teamed up to lay a pipeline from the river to the community at Mabuia. Latrines, washbasins, taps and showers were then built, together with a filtering system to ensure every drop of water was drinkable. As a result, diarrhoea rates dropped almost to zero, child deaths plummeted, and many girls (who no longer had to spend hours every day carrying water) entered school for the first time. A community water and sanitation committee now maintains the system and teaches hygiene to the rest of the community.

Celina’s story

A neighbour of Fatima's, 13-year-old Celina, is one of those who has started going to school because of the pipeline. Previously, Celina's life had been dominated by collecting water. She had to walk to the river and back three times a day. Now she can do her chores in a fraction of the time. And her younger brothers and sisters are healthy, so she does not have to nurse them.

"A mother must take care of her children," Fatima says, "but we cannot do that when we have only dirty water."

Unfortunately, Mabuia remains the exception rather than the rule in Angola. Almost three decades of war have left millions of people without clean water or basic sanitation. A huge task remains: drilling boreholes across the country, constructing major pipelines, establishing a national sanitation education campaign, and providing water to schools.

Fatima may be one of the lucky ones, but the facilities she, her children and Celina now have are not a luxury, but a necessity and a right. "A mother must take care of her children," Fatima says, "but we cannot do that when we have only dirty water."
MDG 8:  Develop a global partnership for development.
What we take for granted:  people in our community work together to solve problems.

Facts:  Rich countries provide money to poor countries to help solve the above problems.  The amount of development assistance was up from 1997 ($60 billion) to 2005 ($107 billion), but declined in 2006.  Rich countries promised to give .7% of their gross domestic product in aid every year.  However, they are only giving .3%.  How is the US doing?  The US gives the largest total amount of aid, but because the US has a very large economy this represents only .2% of our GDP.
Target:  Focus aid to the least developed countries.

Question?  Are governments the only ones working to fight poverty in the world?  No, many organizations and individuals are contributing time, know-how, and money to meet the MDG goals set by the United Nations.

Questions?  Is your organization or school already working to fight poverty in the world?  How?

Story:  UNICEF  Traditional Chief and Polio

UNICEF Real Voices:  Traditional Chief Gado Sabo supports immunization – in his own words
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	Traditional Chief Gado Sabo, of Mayahi District, Niger


Religious and traditonal leaders in Africa command tremendous trust in their communities.  UNICEF believes these leaders have an irreplaceable role to play in reaching the un-reached – and building trust in, and demand for, life-saving health care for children. Here, a traditional chief in Niger explains how he gets the message out about immunization to his community.
“My name is Gado Sabo. I was born in 1928 in Niger. I have reigned as Traditional Chief of Mayahi District, Niger for 53 years.

“Mayahi has 202 villages and over 172,000 people. I am responsible for the well-being of everyone. There used to be smallpox disease and many parents did not believe in the vaccination. But, look! I still have the smallpox vaccination mark on my arm. I never got smallpox because my parents had me vaccinated. Now, we have ended smallpox around the world! This is a story I tell people in my district if they have doubts about the polio vaccine.

“I talk with them myself, but I also have over 30 ‘cavaliers’. I provide each ‘cavalier’ with a horse. I tell them all about polio, its symptoms, consequences and the safe vaccine that prevents it. Then I send them out on their horses to all the villages in Mayahi. In 5 days, the polio vaccination message is passed by my ‘cavaliers’ to village chiefs and family chiefs who tell their families.

“My ‘cavaliers’ also tell the town-criers, who spread the word in the markets where everyone gathers. And we also speak about polio on the radio.

“If a health worker tells me that someone in a village mistrusts the vaccine, I go there myself and talk with them. Then they believe, because the influence of Traditional Chiefs is even greater than that of doctors.”

Activity:  

Give each child an MDG octagon, or list the 8 MDGs on a large paper or on the black board, preferably making a circle with the MDGs arranged like the numbers on a clock.  Ask them to draw links between the different MDGs to explain how they relate to each other.  Example:  sick, hungry, or working children will not be able to go to school.  Example:  as poor countries grow richer they tend to produce more greenhouse gases, increasing global warming.

Suggested action:  

Trick or Treat for UNICEF.  For information, contact UNA-USA East Bay, 1403-B Addison Street, Berkeley, CA 94702. 

Phone:  510 849 1752 

Email:  unaeastbay@sbcglobal.net

Web site:  www.unausaeastbay.org

Sources: 

 The primary source for the information presented here is the 2007 Millennium Development Report:
http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Resources/Static/Products/Progress2007/UNSD_MDG_Report_2007e.pdf 

Stories are from the Voices of Youth page on the UNICEF web site: http://www.unicef.org/voy/explore/mdg/explore_mdg.php

For additional information see UNA-USA East Bay Education, MDGs Internet Resources annotated list, available at www.unaeastbay.org

For internet-based video and photos:  www.unicef.org

Focus Areas--Basic Education and Gender Equality:

     State of the World's Children--Multimedia version

     Photo Essay, "Double Dividend of Gender Equality"

     More "real lives" stories

Focus Area--Your Child Survival and Development


Multi Media Feature--Reduce Child Mortality (five 2-3 minute videos)

