UNITED NATIONS

PRINCIPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER

“WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS….” are determined to:
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save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, unite our strength to maintain international peace and security, and ensure that armed force shall not be used except in the common interest, 
reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, the dignity of all people, and equal rights of men and women,
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establish conditions that support international collaboration, treaties and other sources of international law,

[image: image3.png]


promote social progress and better standards of life of all peoples,
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practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neighbors. 

MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS (MDG)

The MDGs were adopted in 2000 with unanimous international support – by the then-189 United Nations member governments at the U.N. Millennium Summit meeting.  Their Declaration constitutes an unprecedented social and economic compact for the world.  It is a unifying vision of priorities for action, and how to eradicate poverty and improve human well-being for all people in all nations.  Goals are specific, measurable, and potentially achievable.  

THE EIGHT MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS:

1)  Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger: 
Halve by 2015 the proportion of people subsisting on less than $1/day, and who suffer from hunger.  

2)  Achieve Universal Primary Education:  
Ensure all girls and boys complete primary school by 2015.

3)  Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women and Girls:

Eliminate gender disparities in primary, secondary and all other education by 2015.

4)  Reduce Child Mortality:

Reduce by two-thirds the number of children who die under the age of five by 2015.

5)  Improve Maternal Health:

Reduce by three-quarters the number of women who die during childbirth by 2015.

6) Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and other Diseases:

Halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS and the incidence of malaria and other major preventable diseases by 2015.

7) Ensure Environmental Sustainability:

Halve the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water by 2015; improve the lives of 100 million slum dwellers by 2020; adopt policies of sustainable development and improved natural resources management in each country.

8) Develop a Global Partnership for Development:

Ensure that each country’s laws, policies and governance are conducive to achieving human development; and build partnerships among governments, NGOs, and the private sector.

Substantial, even outstanding progress to achieve these goals has been made since 2000 in many countries.  But progress remains slow in others, and projections suggest that many targets won’t be attained especially in some Sub-Saharan countries..  To meet the goals, enormous challenges confront governments, the UN, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) throughout the world: to solidify commitments, provide adequate resources, and take more robust actions.  For more info about the UN’s MDGs, visit www.un.org or www.millenniumcampaign.org.
