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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – January 26, 2008:

Diverse Group of Candidates for Leadership Roles on Board

The Nominations Committee is proud to announce the candidacy of the following six, highly qualified and deeply motivated individuals for the 2008 elections to the Board of Directors of the UNA-USA East Bay Chapter. The election of these candidates in toto will take place on Saturday, January 26, 2008, at the Chapter’s Annual General Meeting. Additional nominations are welcome and should be brought to the attention of Urs Cipolat, the chair of the Committee, before January 19, 2008 (cipolat@yahoo.com). Our Chapter Bylaws allow for nominations from the floor during the AGM. However, the Nominations Committee would prefer to get to know additional candidates prior to the January 26 meeting. Vacancies remaining after the elections, as well as possible vacancies arising during the year, will be filled by the Board in accordance with the procedure outlined in the Chapter Bylaws.        BRING THIS PAGE & VOTE ON JANUARY 26th.
Term Ending January 2009 (1 vacancy)
Rachel Whyte is a Freshman at UC Berkeley, simultaneously majoring in International Political Economies and Society and Environment, with an interest in completing a minor in Global Poverty. She attended high school in San Leandro, where she served as Editor-in-Chief of the yearbook, Founder and President of PURPOSE, captain of the girls wrestling team, School Board Representative and Chair of the City of San Leandro Youth Advisory Commission.

Rachel is an active member and newly elected treasurer of Delta Phi Epsilon, the only international affairs fraternity on the Berkeley campus. DPE offers exposure to various international careers and provides an overall support system. When Rachel is not focusing on academics, she can be found on the mat, as the Vice President of the ‘Berkeley Wrestling Club.’ “Having spent seven years wrestling prior to college,” she writes, “I know I can say that wrestling has been the greatest shaper of who I am.”

If elected to the Board of UNA-USA East Bay, Rachel would like to serve as the Recording Secretary, and contribute to a variety of programmatic activities, including the Annual General Meeting, Women’s Day, and the Run for Peace.

Term Ending January 2010 (1 vacancy)

Jette Winckler Jensen is a Danish business professional and international consultant based in Berkeley. She works on projects related to the achievement of the UN Millennium Development Goals. After studying political science and environmental sustainability at various universities (including UC Berkeley), Jette acquired ten years of experience in non-profit management, multi-stakeholder processes in the UN system, and coordination of partnerships between businesses and NGOs.

Jette is passionate about the UN, volunteering and service learning. “I believe in and strongly share the United Nations’ vision of ‘We the peoples’ and want to be engaged in promoting efforts to secure peace for all around world,” she states. In the past, she served as the UNA-USA’s National Treasurer for the Young Professionals for International Cooperation (YPIC), and as Vice President of Strategic Partnerships on the Board of Directors of the UNA’s San Francisco Chapter, where she helped coordinate the UN60th Anniversary Celebrations in 2005. For five years, Jette also served on the Board of Directors of the Danish-American Chamber of Commerce, San Francisco and the Organization of Danish Information Systems Professionals in Silicon Valley.

As Board Member of UNA-USA East Bay, Jette wants to focus on outreach, advocacy, and communication. In particular, she aims to organize events for young East Bay professionals (a YPIC) and to enhance the Chapter’s web presence.

Term Ending January 2011 (4 vacancies)

Wafaa Aborashed, originally from Jordan, lives in San Leandro. She is the Executive Director of the “Healthy San Leandro Collaborative,” a grassroots multicultural community-based organization aiming to protect the health and environment of San Leandro residents who face pollution from numerous industrial sites. As environmental activist and educator, she has served on numerous boards, including the local School Review Board and the board of Peacemakers Inc. She is also engaged with the Women’s Interfaith Circle of Services and other faith based initiatives.
Wafaa participated in the Model UN program while as a student at Alameda High School. Now, the opportunity to join our Board has rekindled her wish to actively contribute to the mission and vision of the UN. 

Her primary interest as a member of the Board will be membership outreach. In addition, Wafaa hopes to help with the Chapter’s environmental efforts, support our advocacy initiatives, and actively participate in program activities such as Women’s Day or Human Rights Day.

------
Meg Carter recently retired from a career in Information Technology at Bank of America, in order to pursue volunteer opportunities in the developing world. She joined our Board in 2006, but had to resign when moving to Palestine to assist a college and an NGO in non-violence activities. More recently, she completed a short Peace Corps project with a Ugandan organization providing HIV/AIDS services.

Back in the Bay Area, Meg wishes to rejoin the East Bay Chapter and to explore ways in which we can educate the East Bay community more effectively about the UN and the UNA's goals. Further, she wants to help with the management of the Center. “Having worked as a volunteer at the UNA-Unicef Center, I know how invaluable that facility is,” Meg observes. “It may be possible to leverage on it to allow online sales of UN-related merchandise.”

In addition, Meg intends to resume her efforts with the membership services, the website and our membership database.

-----

Murtaza Husain, originally from Pakistan, lives in Freemont and works as product marketing engineer for a technology company in the Silicon Valley. He came to the US for graduate studies, which he successfully completed at UC Berkeley. Over the past two years, he has volunteered for the UNA-East Bay Center and for other Chapter related activities. Murtaza’s passion for the UN, however, is decades-old. “My interest in the UN dates back to the mid 1990s,” he writes, “when I became a volunteer at a local non-profit organization called ‘Behbud’ in my home country Pakistan, which was helping displaced Afghan refugees, especially women and children, meet their basic needs.” 

Committed to a personal ethic of hard work and public service, Murtaza is driven by the desire to build bridges between the world’s various national, ethnic and religious communities, in particular on the Indian sub-continent. 

As a Board Member of UNA-USA East Bay, Murtaza intends to strengthen the position of our UNA-East Bay Center in the community, support UNICEF, assist with fundraising and the publication of our newsletter.   
-----

Suzanne Llewellyn, a resident of Walnut Creek, has worked as administrator at UC Berkeley’s School of Public Health for over 25 years. Though she retired this year, she continues to work halftime for the University. “I am seeking meaningful engagement in volunteer activities that focus on the big picture of peace, justice, and a healthy planet,” she writes. “For this reason, the UNA-East Bay appeals to me as an organization to participate in and support.”

Suzanne believes that the world desperately needs the United Nations as an arbitrator among nations fighting to survive on a planet with limited and inequitably distributed resources. “My particular interest,” she states, “is in educating the public about what the United Nations does and why it is worth supporting.” 
As a Board Member of our Chapter, Suzanne hope to be engaged in a range of program activities, including the UNA Film Festival and the celebration of Women’s Day. In addition, she hopes to make valuable contributions to advocacy, outreach and the newsletter. 
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